BIRADADEN
The Charming Ehime Mikan (Mandarin Oranges)
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Grown in plenty of sunlight and sea breeze, Ehime’s mikan (mandarin
oranges) are the perfect balance of sweet and sour; their deliciousness can
be attributed to how well-suited they are to the natural environment. The
beautiful Seto Inland Sea and robust terraced fields are key to ensuring
high quality mikan.
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Ehime is said to have three sources of sunlight: the first is from the actual
sun shining in the southern sky, the second is the sunlight reflected from the
sea, and the third is sunlight reflecting off of the stone walls built into the
terraced fields. With this abundance in sunlight, Ehime's citrus grow to be
sweet and juicy.
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The weather conditions in Ehime are perfect for growing mikan. The average
annual temperature is over 15 Celsius degrees and even in the winter, the
temperature does not drop below minus 5 Celsius degrees. Days are long
from August to October, so the mikan can get plenty of sunlight. What’s more,
the solil is rich in minerals thanks to the sea breeze, so we can harvest mikan
that are nutritious and delicious.
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During the harvest season, all of the mountains are dyed orange, creating a
beautiful landscape of terraced fields. The steep slopes face south, allowing
sunlight to hit the terraced fields at all angles and to grow sweet and delicious
mikan. The stone walls are good insulators and play a role in keeping the
mikan warm. On top of that, the terraced fields are equipped with a good
draining system because of the way they are built.
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https://www.iyokannet.jp/feature/mikan/top
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