In Japan, where the four seasons are more distinct than in other countries,
autumn, with its pleasant climate, is known as a time when people can easily
devote themselves to various activities, described as “autumn of appetite,”
“autumn of art,” “autumn of reading,” “autumn of sports,” and so on. In Ehime
Prefecture, people enjoy events and sightseeing as they wish, such as those who
enjoy the autumn leaves at Ishizuchi Mountain and Matsuyama Castle, and those who
participate in Cycling Shimanami, an international cycling competition using the
Shimanami Kaido. Therefore, the theme of “Ehime people look forward to during the
autumn season” is very difficult to explain, but those who live in the Toyo region
of Ehime Prefecture will certainly say with one voice that they look forward to
the “Autumn Festival.
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In Japan, various events are held in autumn to pray for a bountiful harvest. At
the autumn festivals in Saijo, Niihama, and Shikokuchuo cities in the Toyo region,
each district prepares a huge yatai (a floater), 5 meters high, 12 meters long,
and weighing 2 to 3 tons (called danjiri or taiko—dai depending on the city), and
tens or hundreds of people parade it through the town to give thanks for a good
harvest for that year. The beauty of the gorgeous yatai decorated with gold and
silver threads 1is overwhelming, but what 1is especially spectacular is the
"kakikurabe,” in which the yatai from each district gather together and compete
to carry the best yatai on their shoulders. The sight of the huge floats being
lifted up all at once to the beat of drums is a sight to behold. The Taiko Matsuri
in Niihama City is one of the three major autumn festivals in Shikoku, and attracts
more than 100,000 people who come to see the magnificent and heroic stirring
contest.
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Niihama Taiko Festival
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The festival is so deeply rooted in the Toyo region that local businesses and
schools are closed during the festival period, and even locals who live far away
take time off work and go all the way back home to participate.

When you come to Japan, if your schedule permits, please join us at the Ehime
Autumn Festival.
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Reference
Saijo Festival website
https://www. visitehine japan. con/en/see-and-do/25527_ga=2. 12544368, 550458349, 1647062322-1041150997. 1647062322
Niihama Taiko Festival
https://www. visitehinejapan. con/en/see-and-do/25537_ga=2. 12544368, 550458349, 1647062322-1041150997. 1647062322
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